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SOCIAL SECURITY TELE-SCARE
TACTICS

(Mrs. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of
Florida asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I have repeatedly
stated I will oppose any cut in Social
Security benefits to retirees or near re-
tirees. However, many groups are using
this debate to once again bully Ameri-
cans. The most recent examples are the
telephone scare calls that were made
anonymously throughout Florida that
began actually in my congressional dis-
trict. Why my district? Because I have
the highest number of people on Social
Security. These people who hide behind
anonymity have no courage. It reminds
me of the Wizard of Oz and hiding be-
hind the great curtain.

The bottom line is, under the bill
that I introduced, H.R. 266, it will stop
any proposal to reduce benefits dead in
its track. I recommit my promise in
that bill that I introduced, H.R. 266,
the Social Security Protection Act.
Congress would not even be able to
consider a bill that reduces benefits to
retirees.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). The Chair desires to make
an announcement.

After consultation with the majority
and minority leaders, and with their
consent and approval, the Chair an-
nounces that tonight when the two
Houses meet in joint session to hear an
address by the President of the United
States, only the doors immediately op-
posite the Speaker and those on his left
and right will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House.

Due to the large attendance that is
anticipated, the Chair feels that the
rule regarding the privilege of the floor
must be strictly adhered to.

Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor, and the coopera-
tion of all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint session by placard will not
be allowed. Members may reserve their
seats by physical presence only fol-
lowing the security sweep of the Cham-
ber.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will now recognize Members for
special orders not beyond 5 p.m., at
which time the Chair will declare the
House in recess.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana. addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO ) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
DEFAZIO).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

————————

GRANT EQUITY TO FILIPINO WWII
VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, as a mem-
ber of the House of Representatives
Committee on Veterans Affairs, I rise
to urge my colleagues to support the
gentleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) and myself who have re-
introduced H.R. 302, the Filipino Vet-
erans Equity Act. This bill addresses a
60-year-old injustice which has cut to
the heart of each and every Filipino
American in this Nation and which was
acknowledged in the last congressional
session by over 200 cosponsoring Mem-
bers of Congress, many veterans serv-
ice organizations, religious organiza-
tions and many State and local offi-
cials in addition.

Sixty years ago, Filipino soldiers liv-
ing in the Philippines, which was a ter-
ritory of the United States, were draft-
ed into service during World War II by
an executive order of President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt. Under the command
of General Douglas MacArthur, Fili-
pino soldiers fought side by side with
forces from the United States main-
land, defending the American flag in
the now-famous battles of Bataan and
Corrigidor.

Thousands of Filipino prisoners of
war died, both on the Bataan Death
March and in prisoner of war camps, at
the rate of 50 to 200 a day. They en-
dured 4 long years of occupation by the
Japanese. The soldiers fortunate
enough to escape capture, together
with other Filipino citizens, fought
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guerilla war against the occupation
forces. These guerilla attacks foiled
the plans of the Japanese for a quick
takeover of the region and allowed the
United States the needed time to re-
group to defeat the invading army.

After the liberation of the Phil-
ippines, the United States used the
strategically located Commonwealth of
the Philippines as a base from which to
launch the final efforts to win the war
in the Pacific.

With their vital participation so evi-
dent, one would assume that the
United States would be grateful to
their Filipino comrades, so it is hard to
believe that soon after the war ended
Congress voted in the 1946 Rescissions
Act to take away the benefits and rec-
ognition that many Filipino World War
IT veterans were promised.

These veterans are now in their
eighties and in need of health care.
Many are dying each year. Their last
wish is to be recognized as honored vet-
erans of the TUnited States Armed
Forces. Please support H.R. 302 to re-
store the rescinded benefits to Filipino
World War II veterans, many of whom
have now become citizens of the United
States. Please cosponsor H.R. 302 to re-
store the dignity of Filipino World War
II veterans for their defense of our
common democratic ideals.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MURPHY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

SMART SECURITY AND THE CASE
FOR LEAVING IRAQ, PART 4

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, first, I
want to congratulate the courageous
Iraqi people who participated in last
Sunday’s election to nominate legisla-
tors to write Iraq’s Constitution.

My congressional district gets it
when it comes to the importance of
elections to our democracy. In Novem-
ber’s Presidential election, a record
89.5 percent of registered voters in
Marin and Sonoma Counties turned out
to vote.

The problem is that irresponsible be-
havior has been a guiding principle of
the administration’s behavior in lead-
ing the Nation to war in Iraq. This has
been a dishonest war from the word go.
The President said he had heard evi-
dence of weapons of mass destruction
in Iraq, yet to date no weapons of mass
destruction have been found. President
Bush himself has officially called off
the hunt for weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

The Iraq invasion has made the Mid-
dle East a more violent and unstable
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